Handout Ten – Language and Society


Education Issues
· Appropriacy Arguments
· Are some ways of speaking more appropriate for school / workplace?

· Why or why not?


· Is the problem with the idea of appropriateness itself?

· Are there times when it’s reasonable to say talking a certain way is more appropriate than another?

· Examples of this? (informal talk among friends…)


· How is linguistic appropriateness in these situations different from the case of education?

· unwritten vs institutionalized social conventions

· internal, in-group vs externally-imposed norms

· appropriateness within, vs across, groups


· Problem: When appropriacy is a pretext for discrimination!

· Problems with appropriacy arguments

· “standard English” typically never defined

· Why does this matter?


· help maintain inequalities among speakers of different varieties
· based on common sense arguments
· “separate but equal” message

· “accept and reject”

· Teacher’s Language
· George Varelas and the case in Westfield, MA

· What was going on here?

· Why the fear?

· Linguistically unfounded


· Foreign accented English in the university classroom

· What did the study show?
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